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Dear BCS Parents, 
 
I’m excited to share that the Academic Resource Center (ARC) will continue providing services to our Grammar, Logic, and 
Rhetoric students in the upcoming 2025–2026 school year. 
 
To help clarify our process and expectations, each student receiving ARC support will be provided with our updated Policies 
and Procedures. Parents will be asked to review and sign these documents. I will also begin updating student records and 
preparing accommodations for those who qualify for services. 
 
Due to the continued growth of our program, I’m pleased to share that Nicole Carrigan will continue in her support role, and 
we’re excited to welcome Jan Hayford to our team.  Both bring valuable experience and a deep love for students with unique 
learning needs. Most importantly, they love the Lord and will extend that love and support to all our students. I am thrilled to 
welcome them to the ARC team. 
 
One of the distinguishing features of a classical Christian education is that we don’t merely teach information—we teach 
students how to learn, think critically, and process information thoughtfully. Our classroom teachers work to create engaging and 
varied learning environments. However, some students may require additional support or alternative approaches to thrive. Our 
goal is to partner more closely with BCS families to strengthen the academic support for students with learning differences. 
 
ARC services include: 
 

• Individual academic intervention 
• Dyslexia screening (K–1st) 
• Classroom accommodations 
• Progress monitoring 
• Tutoring (K–6) 
• Guidance for parents seeking academic evaluations 

 
The ARC will continue offering one-on-one academic support during the school day for K–12 students with academic 
weaknesses or mild learning differences. As ARC Director, I will also oversee implementation of classroom accommodations 
and provide training and support for our faculty. 
 
In addition to interventions, we will also coordinate all tutoring for K–6 students. If you believe your child may benefit from 
tutoring—or if you’re interested in becoming a tutor—please contact me, and we’ll begin the appropriate paperwork. For tutoring 
needs in Logic or Rhetoric, please reach out to Mr. Justin Dillenschneider, Director of Student Life. 
 
If you think your child might benefit from ARC services, now is a great time to pursue an evaluation and consider enrollment. To 
assist in this decision, please review the attached checklist. If you’d like to discuss your child’s needs or begin the evaluation 
process, email me to schedule an appointment. I would be happy to guide you through the next steps. 
In Him, 

 
 
 
 

LeAnne McDonald 
Academic Resource Center Director 
Bayshore Christian School 
O: (251) 929-0011 ext. 1239 
leannemcdonald@bayshorechristian.org 
https://bayshorechristian.org 
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Could Your Child 
Benefit from ARC Services? 

 
To help determine whether your child might benefit from the 

services offered through the Academic Resource Center (ARC), 
please review the questions below. 

 

For children ages 5–7: 
If you answer YES to three or more of the following questions, 

it may be helpful to have your child evaluated: 
 

• Does your child struggle to recognize letters or numbers? 
• Is it difficult for your child to follow two-step directions? 
• Does your child have trouble holding a pencil correctly using the thumb and index finger? 
• Is your child unable to accurately copy simple geometric shapes? 
• Does your child have difficulty understanding “before” and “after” concepts? 
• Is distinguishing between left and right a challenge for your child? 
• Does your child mispronounce sounds or words, confuse words that sound alike, or mix 

up the sounds within words? 
• Does your child struggle with physical activities that require coordination between both 

sides of the body—such as skipping, alternating steps on stairs, or crawling? 
• Does your child avoid “crossing the midline” (e.g., not using the right hand on the left 

side of the body and vice versa)? Children who avoid this may keep reading/writing 
materials on one side of their body or shift posture to avoid crossing the centerline. 

 

For children ages 8 and up: 
If you answer YES to four or more of the following questions, 

evaluation may be recommended: 
 

• Does your child have trouble reading fluently or understanding what they’ve just read? 
• Despite practice, does your child forget basic math facts? 
• Does homework take an excessive amount of time or lead to frequent frustration? 
• Is your child unaware of how long tasks take or struggle to manage their time effectively? 
• Does your child find it hard to stay organized with personal items, workspace, or 

schedule? 
• Does your child struggle to maintain attention or stay focused? 
• Is your child unable to follow multi-step (e.g., three-step) directions consistently? 
• Does your child have difficulty with legible handwriting? 
• Is spelling a consistent challenge for your child? 
• Does your child struggle to solve problems or think of alternate solutions? 
• When doing art or written work, does your child use space inappropriately (e.g., crowding 

images in one corner, irregular letter spacing, etc.)? 
 

If several of these questions describe your child, we encourage you 
to contact us to learn more about the evaluation process and how ARC 

services might support your child’s academic growth. 
 

 


